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CHRONOLOGY: 1954-1975
1954—623 JAN 63 — ALAp Bac, V.C. destroy five LS, helicopters, damane 19 JUN = Following a sones of shortived 'govenmanis and 1968 30 APR = 15, forces in Vienam peak at 543,400, 1972
rire athars, and infiict haavy casualties upon ARVMN units. coalitions, Nguyen Vian Thieu is proclaimed Chiel of State and MAY -=Troops of 1M st Airbome Division [APACHE SNOW) sufier
APR 63 — Chieu Hol program begins, graniing clemency and 2id Mouyen Cao Ky is nstalled as Premier 20 JAN — U.S. Marines (SCOTLAND) encounter enamy forces heavy casuafiies whila taking Ap Bia, ("Hambunger HiE™), 20 MAR — Morth Vietnzm invades the northem provinces, Guang
7 VAY 54— Viol Mink forces dafeat Franch at Dian Bien Phu, to Viet Cong who S'j'rrcnd":r' ) f."UG_' LS. Marines I'ght“ml"ﬂmﬂ""“"'“# Battie since the on Hll 881 Morh in the first fighting of fie Siege of Khe Sanh. Next 31 MAY — Opermion SPEEDY EXPRESS claims over 10,000 T“'|5 C?'P'!UfEd- but AH_"..'N troops begin 1o f;__?n*, b 3!.!1:-:?!353[!.!_":.-'.
3 JUN 54 — Franch grant independence 1o the Siate of Vielnam 11JUN 63— Buddhist monk Thich Guang Ducimmolates himsel Korean War (STARLIGHT), 700 Viat Cang are ke day, mortars destroy the base's largest ammunition dump enemy casualties, highest total for a U.S. combat cperation. detaating the Norh Vietnamesze ot An Log inJduna, and retaking
under leadarship of Bao Dai. in protest of Diem pobeles,” Riots break oul in Saigon during CERF — :Ii.lﬂfl:.'f_'lh":," Devigion (Areobile) arfves ot Cul Nhon and T Pre-clawn atlacks on rost provincial and district B JUN — Pres, Mixon announces withdrmak of 25,000 .5, troops Cuang Th i Seplembr,
7 JUL 54 — Mo Dinh Diem is appaimed Premier by Bao Dal seamimen, leading 1o natomeide martial law in August, An Kheincreasing LS, forces to 199,000, capials signal el Biginaing of the TelOflensive. Wial Cong by the end of August. 16 APR — Bombing of Morth Vietnam resumes (LINEBACKER),
04 JUL S < Frosneh and Viet Minh s ﬂmm_ﬂre,,‘:z_ﬁl —— 1 NOW 63 — A miltary coup deposes Diem and sots up a OCT — Korean Capital (Tiger) Divisionafmaesin iGomsy-fol. penatratedhe.. S-Embasey in SHgon and the light fine. at-Tan JUL — St Infantry Davision units begin ieaving Vietnam € MAY.— Fres. Nixon announcas tha mining of Haiphong harbor
o™ at Gandva, Vietnar is divided a1 17 paralel b allow bo provisional goverment under Maj. Gen, Duong Van Minh. Net owed by ROK 2nd Madine {Dragon) Brigade. Son Nhut aiport, Staeen batalons alackng Cholon are da- 3 SEP — Morth Vietnamesa leader Ha Chi Minh dies and is and other Morth Vietnamese pors,
sidas 10 rl:*gruup;. Feanch to fhe south. Communists 1o the r‘ﬂl’th- day. Diern is assassinated in Cholon, as is his brother, Npo Dish WOV — After US. Special Forces are attacked at Plei Me, the feated by theee LS. Marine and eliven ARVN Batalions, sup- succeaded by Ton Due Thang, 23 ALG — 3rd Batafion, st Infantry becomes the sl US
Provisiors call for general elactions in. 1856, and stale exph ml":,r. WP Batlle of la Drang Valley [SILVER BAYONET) forces two Modh ported by the 18t Ay Cavalry Division: Most reqlonal atiacks are 209 SEP — Recucton of 6,000 LS. roops in Thaland is an- grotind combat unit 1o lsave Vietnam,
that the 17th paralel is not 1o be used as a poltical boundary. 24 NOV B3 — Two days alter the Kennedy assassnation, Pres, Vigtnam regiments fo retreat ino Cambedia tumed back quickly, except in Hoe, where tiumphani soiciors nounced due to reduced requirermeants o the Vietnam War, 13 DEC — Paris negotiations break daown.
Neifthar the State of Vietnam, nor the United States are party tothe Juhngon prodalms h::: oatesmmation 1o support Sowh Vietnam 25 DEC — As part of a Chrisimas truce, bombing of Kosth raiss the Morh. Vieinamese fiag aboies the impenal. Clacel, 80CT = Defenze Sacratary Metvin Laird unvails plans 1o shitf the 18 DEC =< U.S. launches "Chrisimas Bombing” {LINEBACKER
agreamant, H DEC 63 — U5, malitary persannel in Vietnam total 16,300 vietnam 15 suspended, not 1o b resurmed untl January 31, 1566, 12 FEB —Clen. Wetimoneland requests additional troops: burdien of th waris the South Vietnamese, Pres, Noon describes 4 [l ol Morth Vietnam, an 1-day onslaught believed fo ba the
FEB 55 = LS. Mary Assistance Advizory Group (IMAAG) 25 FEA — Thalmperial Citacel of Hoe is rat._ilj-'.un_aimrmiflg bl % approach as “Vietnamization.” : hﬂmﬂﬂ'“t iy ustony,
Viednam, is established lo train the forees of South Viatnam, 1 1966 for 25, days. E.000 Communstireops are Killed in-the hiouse-1o: 218 RO e Wiashingion, DG, andl-war march craws 300,000 0
27 APR 55 — Troops loyal 1o Prasident Diem defeat the Bin 964 h::“ "Eh-""ﬂ e TR during the oociipa: 12”%-Fardrcnnﬂésurfntc of a massacre at hiy Lai. on Marﬂhi:r I 973
J Mlaw g 1 i with 1, - 200000 — A d-dn g fire 15 ol 1 ' SRR e Ted il LS lorcas, = G
Kimen, z:_*l outlaw gang tha uppusec} Diem with s ::.-.-.In arnw.-. 7 FER — U.S. dependents are ardered aut of Vietnam. VAR iy Cid e .IrDI dlbacted dlfl w3 the Tet ho f:::r,.l e e “i g rlhy' _ ; a Vil s i u e 15 JAN— After secrat ta%s between Henry Kissinger angLe Duc
26 00T 55— Following a lopsided relerandurm wictory, Pres. Diem 1 JUIN — Gien, Williarm Westmorsland 1akes command of MACY 15 A, WM trocps ridake Da Mang, whach has bean hald by v 'M‘m Sendio o) Hmnshira O Tha resume, Pres, Mixon halts all LS. affensive action
proclaims the Republic of Vietnams, : : : rebedious Buddhist and stedent factions since Marnch iEtnam pokoy, caples 2% I]‘rﬂMﬂw ampshira Damocrate 1970 3 FESUME, Freg, fi Lo ,
. . , A9L0UN — A Mew Faaland Army Enginesy cefachment arioes A AN e L] e s et e e T . Primany woling: : 27 AN — Urited States, South Viatnam, Viet Cong and Morth
JUR &6 — LLS. Sen, John F, Kennedy supoorts Diem's decision Ths is tha | Fird- . : 30 Ll Barbsers R peirofeum siorages anessan Hangi and - s in P . A
nof to allew the elections called for at Genova in 1954 515 the sl ud-counlry assisiance. Haiphong, first sirkes on these urban areas. 31 MAR — Peas. Johnson ﬂﬂﬂm hig decision not 1o seek ra: . 1% MAR == Prince Norodam Smmuksﬂmbc-dlm m"t Viginam sign peace accords in Paris, providing for an end to
18561958 — Teror atncks ar knched by Commenizs i 1 2 AUG — North \ietnam PT boats attack destoyer USS Maddor e i iver 22,000 alied roops confiant Vet Gaong St election. He oroiers a parial hadt to thesbombing of Nerthy Vetram, - i dverthrown by Pramier and Detense Minister Lon Mol - miitary action, withdrawal of LLS. and allied troops within €0 days,
1 — lemar alacys ard bwinched by Commenisis n tha in Gulf of Torkin. A seeond attack |s ropoed twa dans faer . 1 = e chissd & -F'_. . _"“-' .I: Bl LA ol rorioang the nodhesn e, Im“ﬂ Harks and H'I:'Phﬂnﬂ.—' : H_ﬁF‘H Defens: Dﬂp:’lrlmﬁﬂn SUEPEMS U'rE I.iEE'DTﬂ'IE-{G- Ar ard recogndion of pacpiE's rigl‘.] through free eleciions M detsr
South, the Vil Cong. Assassinations and kdnapeing of govem- P ' Lrwesion o certral Ton MRk peoeince (ATTLEBORD). Te i : mine fxte of South Vietnam
ment officials Increase each year, AS the decadi ends, Viet Cong T AUG — Congrogs appreves jhe Gulf of Tonkin Ressiulion 24 OGT — In Manda, Pres. Johnson mests with Saigon leaders froem bl tanget EtHa-ndlgfnranagq-hahdmﬂanhnlmth#w." ,{ Mhlﬂaﬂfﬁqﬂmﬂm AT : ! y frte of Sowl e
uriits B | ot authorizeng “the use of armed forca™ to assist any nation of tha . ; e , . e et Miopmen % APR — Morth Vietnam agrees o dlnect negoliaions. - 7500 3, APR = Thirty thousand U.S -tréops 8 Canbodia a cay Deferse Sec. Mehin Laid announces an end to the military drakt
gin 1o welcome cadne mambers from Morth Yietnarm, iy P . and 1those of e pther natons witk foces in Seuth Vietnam. o ikt }
S UL 59 - Mal. Date Buie and M Choctar Cunard Southeast Asa Collective Defense Treaty. . o 8 APH — Elemants of the 1st Cavalry Division [PEGASUS  inkup® " allee ASVM writs cross the border. Alhough ' the allied fosces 12 FEB — First Amedcan POW'S are released from North
== 3n), Dada Buis and Master Sgt, Chester Chnard ane o . : e o B sxbtepaft 23061 — Operatior: SEA DRAGON beging attacks on military ; - . . " - . L Vigtnarn. inchuding Evarett Ak baisded e Hie alan »
he fisat Am suAlEax il : ; MOV — Viet Cong attacks intansity — mortars destroy Bve pirralt T - i With thefencers of Khe Sanh along Route 3, arding thesiegs uREEVe Man! supply caches. Bffe enemy cintact is made duting elnam, incheding Everett Alvarez, Jr., hedd since his plane was
115; I? E"ECI &riﬁﬁ::n:i; :uh.::gi?mmm E:‘IE E:_?rflan koa, - it Blan Hof, gausing 23 Amentan casealtios, $|"|I|'.':D,'p[-jl.1g m ihe I.'.l:l-.-l::1_:l| s o r‘fn " Vigtnam BAPR= Cperaton COMPLETE VICTORY Iredihves 42 Airimmsn i 3|:I-:'|'.:!|_'|.-::|r|-.r¢_ divwrigd Auaqust &, 1964,
basricacing Diem ins-*::llllg!hé Fresidemial%‘n;a.-:a iI"IEEH:':;D:ﬂ EbEE :15,;,;“ DEC == Tha first Morth Vietnam regimeant gnters South Viersmae G M e ohnson, decormies roops- M Cam Ranh Bay and 3T Vietnamese batidions, Althousgh the twa-month operation 4 MAY — Ag ghudant protests against the Gambodian Incursion 29 MAR = MACY disbands and 18th Military Pobos Hrrgace
two loyal divisions rezpand. it Kontum province. Thoeg olbssrsdnhicato wathimra - month t= fargest of the war, most of te over 7,000 enemy casualies ane pecome widaspread, four an kehed by Nafipnsl Guardsmen at depans as L3, completes withdrawal of all troops.
JAN BT - Bado Hanol announces formation of the MNational 28 DEL — Viat Condg Sth Dmision Derruns: Bt Glaindliching 1967 the result of small-scale fighting Kent State University in Ghaa 15 AUG — LS. halts bombing of Cambodia, undar orders. of
; : ; p - 5 5 z hesawy casualios upon ARYM troeos: ; 13 MAY = Prglintinary taks begin inParks between the LS. and 29 JU — Last VLS, growend oops gl out of Canoda Congress
Liberation Front (MLF) in Sooth Vietnam : ] 3
: b el e TR 18 JAN — 13-day oparation ICEDAR FALLS) i lon: Triange Marth Vot ;
23 MAR 61 — Pres. Kennody supparts nautralty for Laos, Within e MELam, UL — Sebective Service condlcts draft lotteiy:
3 2k _ ity W desoysUndarground: enemy-headquaners. The: town of. Ben- N : ; o ; ! i 19?4 1975
wo weeks, a cease-fire is agreed upon and a 14-nation confer- Iﬂﬁs Suc: used as a Viet Cong supply center, is evactased and razed i en._.l"nt;:--;:ms assumes command ol LS. lorces in 7 OGT == Pres. Niton propases a stand-stil caase fing in Vietnam, —
Brce convenes in Geneva, : ; Vigtnarn ta bagins employing Smale:r Uit tacics of ambush and Gt is resecied-by Morth Miniramsthi nist iy i -
5 in Laanevy i 22 FEB — Operation JUNGTION CITY, loraont 1o date, begins in i el : e ; 13 DEC T4 << Morth Vietnamese attack Phibec Long provineg, S0
13 MAY 61 — Vice Pres. Lyndon B.-Johnson and Pres. Diem 8 FEB &= In rataliaban for an nil.s. W 2aneClinvalving e f : <1 NCW — UL, Special Forces raid Son Tay prison in Hancr, galy miles o Saisan; as e haal phasa'of militasy action bEgins:
aflach on LS. ferces at Pleku, @ ng first uge of parachute troops, 10 JUIL s Presidants | e T | Th ; 5 P Ty 9
nnounce expansion of U.5. defense and conomic aid stikes (FLAMING b T o == Frezifents Jommgon-and-Teu: rmeed in. Hawai:-Thaay o find Amercan POW.Shave Baen moved Gailasiz anothee gie.: {1 MAR 75 Ban A : s
{ DART) hit targets iy Norh Vietnam. i APH — Gen. Creighton W. Abrams, . is appointed Depuy e T e shlan el : i an #e Thout is caiptured by North Vieinamese.
30 NQV 61 = Daloliant chemicals ane authorized (RANCH : | : P OGS TR I R 15 SR OCU DEC =~ L 5. ath infantry Division ang most of the 25t Infarlry A
. lant chemicals are authorized | 10 FEB = 1.5, enlisted man's biftel = destroyed at Qui Nhos, Commander of MACY. Sh Vicleariess paricpation in (he Pans 1aks Bz e leaving U8 - stanagi ataa4.000 30 MAR 75— Da Mang falls io-the Communists.
HAND) to clear major Transportation rou'es. _ kiling 23, A second wires of airsinkes anainst the Northis fown 12 APR “SiTask Force . OREGON (3rd Brigace 250 infalitry 15 AUG — XKV Coms -5 estabished at Phu Bai to coprdinaia gttt oy 1 APR 75— Cambodian Pres. Lo Nol abdicates 16 days befors
1 DEG &1 — Two Army helicopter companies arrive fo assist day I (FEAMING DART: 1) Division -and - 196th, Light - Infantry’ Brgade} dormsinil Comes. 1.5, Army operatans ind Corps. Khmaer Rougr capiurg Phhom Pach
:’lrmyﬂfﬂlﬂc Republic of Vietnam (ARVN] cperations, raising LS, 2 MAR == Onpratian BOLEING THI.H'-IDEH begifes sustained air designated 23rd Infaning Division (Americaliin September; 26 AUG — Dempcralic Comventcn: comvenas i Choago as 19?1 21 APH 15 == South. Vietnamese Prés; Thisl resigng.
forces in Vietnam 103,000, war against Narth- Vienam. 15 AP — Antiowar protesters mliy'in Méw York and San Frar 30 APE 75 — U S hebcaptars airift (FRECUENT WIND o
& FEB 62 1 US. Miltary Assistance Command, Vietnam EMAR L Fib L S Shmnat i el ire Vi i ol clsen prtasters batle city police, BFER - AHVH 1 kA L as 1o : - A esCoplers airit | HTEma
s g Lo RHTRS SEEL L, iy A AN LS. 00 T IFn Ve A as o Masioe 1500, HOGT Fatinis - - priLe oM A0S 10 MDNCERT Bnemy acinily ing Amancang from Saigon roofiops Az Gen, Minh surmenders to
(MAC] is pstablishid with Gen. Paul Harkins as Commander, battalions come ashore near Da Nang, © - 18 MAY — LS. Marines and ARVN Units firet antar ha DMZ g bnﬁp: rf;?n E{ﬂﬂﬂkﬂiﬁnﬁﬁiﬁﬁéﬁEwﬁeﬁesﬂm;rglhm Aloihg e HB Cohi Minh. Tral American suppor) units (JEWEY Moeth Vistnant, ending the war.
MAAR BRSOty MT begins. Strategic Hamisl program, 30 MAR — A tuck loaded wilh plastic explosives is biovn Lo 3 SEP — General Thieu elected President, Alr Vice Marshas Ky Mixon is elected Prasident I VAN SR 1T saman in. Visinam, Hugs amcunks o tespdnry sy 1954-75 — Ower 47,000 Americans werne kied by enemy action
torceluly miocating peasants ino Celendec compoLnds. . tutsdde the U5, Embassy in Segon, killing 1. glected Vice President of Republic of Vietnam, caplured. South Vietnamese claim.19,000 enemy casualbes, Anather 10,000 died by accident or disease n Vietnam, Alied
15 MAY 62 - In rosponso lo. Communist effons inLaos, Pres.. 5554 MAY = CHishore naval gundine ﬁmmlmiﬁwr‘ﬂmhn” 4 OCT ~ North Vistnamese Shege of Con Thien is broken by 23 MAR — LL Wikam Calley found gullty of murder at My Lav. forces sulfered over 5,000 casuaities. ARVN combal deaths
Kennedy deploys LLS.Marings and.jet figviers (o1 hailand: =_5.; MAY — 173 Airbosna Brigade armves ;ﬂ: E.Ig,n o a,- hass, massive air sinkes and anillery. 1969 8 .OCT: —= Operation. JEEEERSON - CLEMN, - bagun_ it 1970, totated 220,000 prior to the final invasion, forwhich no figunes ara
23 JUL 62 — Uienieva accords assune neutratily of Laos. an:rﬂ-asmg US. forces to 50000, 29 OCT — Viet Corg attack Loc Minh, 1t Brigach of 15t IRtantry comes 1o an and — 1he last major operabion invohsng U5 Aroops. available, North Vietnam sodrcos estmato over 800,000 combat
QLT 62 —2nd Alr Divizion is crealed to codrdinate LS. AirForca T18 JUN — B-52 bombass from Gua.rn {A‘HE LIGHT} ﬁm strikc Division reiforces ARVN units, repeling V.G by November 8, 18 MAR — 1S, Air Foroe bagins secrest B-52 barrbing (MENU) of 20 MOV — 23nd Infantry Division {Amencal) is disbanded. dead. In addtion, as many as hall & milion cvihan casualties
aflorts inVietnam. L3 bogns altiling ARVNoogs mio ballbe fEmm;l oCakons in Souh 'I." ] 24 DEC —ALS, lorees now tola! 456 000 enemy sanciianes in Cambocdia, . DEC = 11,5 forcos are rediscad to 158,000 dccurrsd i both Pddves of Vietnam:
s : -'5;.
:-{:-r;jyrl,{h! FEMMONRT INCORPORATED, Mipisaoad, B ), Frimied ln B A




